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Business Adoption Champions  

Because Every Child Deserves a Family
Thanks for taking time to find out more about how you can support BAAF during National Adoption Week. 

4,000 vulnerable children need to be adopted every single year, but at the moment we are falling short of that target.  

We need more people to be aware of the issue and to break some of the myths around adoption. National Adoption Week is the perfect time for businesses to support these aims and to help their employees understand adoption and fostering. 
There are numerous ways in which you can show your support and we have created some simple engagement content and materials for supporters who want an off the peg solution.  

For anyone who wants to go further, our champions’ team is available to discuss your specific requirements to find a package that will be best for you. 

However you choose to participate, we will recognize your support by listing you on the National Adoption week website so contact us now to join the campaign. Your support will help BAAF to achieve its mission of ensuring that every child has a family.  

Thank you.

Materials and suggested activities 

We have produced some easy to use materials and resources to make it simple for businesses to support the campaign. 
Posters

Use this poster to highlight National Adoption Week (http://www.nationaladoptionweek.org.uk/sites/default/files/english.pdf)
In many workplaces, strategically placed posters are one of the best ways of getting the message out, especially when used together with a sweepstake style question, e.g. “how many children were in care in England/Scotland/Wales/Northern Ireland last year?”  (Find the answer at http://www.baaf.org.uk/res/stats)
Video 

Screen this BAAF commissioned video to staff, which tells the story of three children who found a new family through adoption, or make it available on your intranet: http://youtu.be/2ucNPwcwBO0 
The video has been successfully used by some of our company supporters as a link in internal email and as the focal point of a lunchtime event, holding a screening followed by a Q&A on adoption and fostering with a BAAF representative.  

Quiz

Use this short quiz to raise the profile of adoption in a fun and engaging way (quiz)
The quiz could be run digitally as a stand-alone tool on your intranet or perhaps as part of a lunch time talk. It will help your staff to start to think about the children involved, and perhaps start their own adoption journey.

Fundraising  
Hold a dress down Friday to help raise funds for BAAF. Text to email to staff as follows:
‘Leave your suit in the wardrobe and pull on your jeans for a dress down Friday! We’ll be supporting BAAF Adoption & Fostering on <insert date> so please come to work in casual clothes to start the weekend early and donate £1 to this great children’s charity. <Insert name> will be collecting your donations on the Friday morning – please do take part!’
Making us your charity of the week for National Adoption Week (31st October to 6th November) and encourage staff to get involved in a variety of ways 
Take part in the Big BAAF Bake Off
Hold a cake sale for BAAF during National Adoption Week. Visit The Big BAAF Bake Off for more info.
Payroll giving: Giving via your salary can significantly increase the value of donations. Donations are made before tax, so BAAF receives a larger gift than the cost to you. Head to the BAAF website to find out more

Skydive for adoption 

Employees can support BAAF’s work by undertaking a sponsored skydive at one of 25 approved sites to find out more click here get sponsored.
Suggested copy for your intranet
Telling your staff about our work via the intranet, just copy and paste this text:

It’s National Adoption Week. Find out more about adoption. Or support BAAF’s work with children in care by taking on a challenge – skydive, trek, run or cycle. Click get sponsored to find out more!
Promote adoption and help vulnerable children to find new families by placing the following text in your staff newsletter:

Who can adopt? You must be over 21, happy to make space in your life and home for a child, patient, flexible and energetic, and determined to make a real difference to a child’s life, for a lifetime. Contrary to popular belief there is no upper age limit for potential adopters. People from all ethnic origins and religions can adopt, and disabled people, single people, unmarried couples, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people can all apply to adopt.
Paste the following on your social media sites to spread the word about adoption:
Ever thought about adoption? Find out more at www.baaf.org.uk.
BAAF can provide support 

We know there are many claims on your time and we aim to make supporting National Adoption Week as simple as possible for Business Champions. Businesses that join the campaign will have the option of discussing their plans with a BAAF campaign manager, who will be able to answer any questions you may have.

For a small administrative fee we can also:  

· Appoint a team member to work with you in the run up to and during the week
· Support you in the development of bespoke messages for your business
· Send one of our representatives to give a talk to your employees, providing valuable information about adoption and answering questions
· Work with our PR team to highlight your involvement
 In return for your support BAAF can offer:

· Two tickets to one of our prestigious conferences – more info here
· Two tickets to our annual Bag Ladies event
· Acknowledgement of your support on the National Adoption Week website 
Sponsorship opportunities for National Adoption Week

There are other ways in which you could also help BAAF. Our National Adoption Week campaign raises awareness across the UK of the need for more prospective adopters and also dispels some of the myths about who can and cannot adopt. In 2010 we gained over 600 pieces of media coverage. National newspaper coverage included The Times, The Telegraph, The Independent, The Daily Express, The Guardian and The Evening Standard. National TV coverage included This Morning, Daybreak, BBC Breakfast, BBC News 24, and Lorraine. There was also a special half hour documentary on Tonight (ITV) on adoption, which featured extensive interviews with David Holmes, BAAF’s CEO. National radio coverage included BBC Radio 5 Live, Woman’s Hour, PM (Radio 4) and The World This Weekend (Radio 4). 
We have opportunities for sponsorship of National Adoption Week 2011
As a campaign sponsor, your support will be acknowledged in our press releases, on our websites and across our social media. As a campaign sponsor, we would be delighted to work with you to develop a package of recognition for your company that meets your needs.
Sponsorship opportunities for National Adoption Week 2011

Sponsor National Adoption Week central London supporter reception (1st Nov) 

£10,000

Sponsorship of the two different types of Adoption Champions

1. Individuals










£5,000

2. Companies










£10,000

Sponsorship of BAAF’s campaign edition of our family finding newspaper


£10,000

Sponsorship of BAAF’s upcoming children’s books 



From £3,000 - £10,000

Just one example of a BAAF children’s book

:

	


	Finding a family for Tommy
By Rebecca Daniels
A simple picture book for pre-school children which explores the meaning of family and belonging. Carers can use the book as a basis for discussing why a child needs a new family and what kinds of families there are.


Sponsorship Opportunities for National Adoption Week 2012 - 15th Anniversary
Next year is our 15th Anniversary – please talk to us about how we will be marking this important milestone and the sponsorship opportunities. 
Thank you for supporting BAAF
For further information please email fundraising@baaf.org.uk or call 020 7421 2636
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